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The release by the Productivity Commission of its report ‘Annual Review of
Regulatory Burdens on Business: Social and Economic Infrastructure Services’
was warmly welcomed by Aged Care Association Australia (ACAA) as an
endorsement of the industry’s position for many years that the Commonwealth
funded aged care program requires some substantial reform.

ACAA also welcomed the endorsement of the Productivity Commission’s report
from Minister for Finance and Deregulation, the Hon Lindsay Tanner.

ACAA CEO, Rod Young said that ‘it is hard enough to provide quality
services and remain profitable within the current system without having

unnecessary and complicated compliance rules and restrictive practices
imposed by Government.’

The Productivity Commission’s recommendation to reform:

. Building Certification;

. Accreditation;

. Enhanced consumer choice;

. Conditional adjustment payment reporting;

. Delineating the roles of the Accreditation Agency and the

Department of Health and Ageing to assist aged care providers
to better understand the compliance roles of both bodies;

. Abolition of the annual Fire and Safety declaration;

. Allow client choice for accommodation payments;

are all highly endorsed by the aged care industry which has called upon
successive governments to remove these impediments to quality service
provision and support aged care providers to get on with their job to provide
quality care to their clients.
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